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1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: DURING AN APRIL 21 CALL I MADE ON BOTSWANA 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER ARCHIE MOGWE, HE ATTRIBUTED TO 
FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS THE ONLY SIGNIFICANT PRESSURE ON RHO- 
DESIAN NATIONALISTS TO UNITY. HE ACKNOWLEDGED LACK OF REAL 
PROGRESS TOWARD UNITY WITHIN PATRIOTIC FRONT. GOB STILL SEES 
MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE AS "IMPORTANT FOR A SETTLEMENT" AND 
STRONGLY FAVORS PRE-INDEPENDENCE ELECTION. OWEN'S IDEA OF 
CONSTITUTION FIRST OFFERS "CONCRETE" SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION. 

MOGWE DOUBTS THAT NKOMO IS "TRUE SOCIALIST", CONSIDERS 
MUZOREWA "OBSESSED" ABOUT LEADERSHIP AND BELIEVES MUGABE HAS 
LITTLE FUTURE. END SUMMARY. 
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2. 1 CALLED APRIL 21 ON ARCHIE MOGWE, BOTSWANA'S MINISTER 
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, WHO HAD RETURNED SEVERAL DAYS EAR I, TER 
FROM MEETINGS IN NEW DELHI AND FIJI. MOGWE CONFIRMED THAT 
OWEN MISSION NOT DISCUSSED IN LUANDA. HOWEVER, HE WAS IN 
EXPANSIVE MOOD AND MADE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS ABOUT ZIMBABWE. 
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3. NATIONALIST UNITY: MOGWE REITERATED THAT MAJOR OBJECTIVE OF 
FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS HAS BEEN TO "UNITE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE". 

HE BRIEFLY TRACED HISTORY OF FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS' ROLE AND 
OBSERVED THAT WITHOUT PRESSURE FROM THE PRESIDENTS THE RHODES- 
IAN NATIONALISTS "WOULD NEVER EVEN HAVE GONE THROUGH THE MOTIONS" 
OF UNIFYING, FIRST UNDER ANC AND LATER AS PF. SITUATION HAS NOW 
REACHED A POINT WHERE PRESIDENTS ARE "NOT DEALING WITH 
MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE", ALTHOUGH MUZOREWA DELEGATIONS VISIT 
BOTSWANA. NOW ONLY PF ATTENDS FRONTLINE MEETINGS. DESPITE 
VENEER OF COOPERATION AT GENEVA. THERE HAS BEEN "NO PROGRESS 
TOWARD REAL UNIFICATION" WITHIN PF, EITHER MILITARILY OR POLI- 
TICALLY. PF LEADERS TELL PRESIDENTS THAT THIS IS DUE TO 

"HUMAN PROBLEMS"; MOGWE DESCRIBED IT AS "BAD 
BLOOD" AMONG GUERRILLAS AFTER LAST YEAR'S FIGHTING IN CAMPS. 
MOGWE'S "BIGGEST WORRY" IS WHETHER NKOMO CAN GENUINELY BE 
RECONCILED WITH MUGABE. HE SAID NKOMO HAD JOINED WITH MUGABE 
TO CALM DOWN THE LATTER'S "WILD CHAPS", I. E„ HIS FOLLOWERS. 

AT GENEVA CONFERENCE, MOGWE NOTED THAT WHILE NKOMO WAS AGREEING 
PUBLICLY WITH MUGABE, HE OFTEN USED THE GOB DELEGATION TO GET 
MUGABE TO CHANGE HIS MIND. 

4. PF VERSUS MUZOREWA/SITHOLE: SITUATION HAS NOW REACHED A POINT, 
MOGWE SAID, WHERE PRESIDENTS DO NOT DEAL WITH MUZOREWA AND 
SITHOLE. ONLY PF ATTENDS FRONTLINE MEETINGS. BOTSWANA WOULD 
LIKE PF TO UNDERSTAND THAT MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE ARE "IMPORTANT 
FOR A SETTLEMENT EVEN IF THEY HAVE NO IDENTIFIABLE FIGHTING 
MEN". IN MOGWE'S OPINION THEY HAVE POLITICAL SUPPORTERS AND 
MUST HAVE "SOME PF FIGHTERS" WHO OWE THEM ALLEGIANCE. 

MOGWE VOICED THE FEAR THAT IF NKOMO "INSTALLS HIMSELF BY FORCE", 
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MUZOREWA FOLLOWERS WOULD FLEE TO BOTSWANA WHICH WOULD BECOME 
"CUL-DE-SAC". ZAMBIA EITHER WOULD NOT ACCEPT UANC PEOPLE OR 
WOULD RETURN THEM TO ZIMBABWE. 

5. ELECTIONS. GOB WANTS TO SEE ELECTIONS IN ZIMBABWE TO GIVE 
PEOPLE OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE WHETHER THEY WANT "FIGHTER OR 
POLITICIAN" AS THEIR LEADER. UK MADE IT CLEAR IN GENEVA 

THAT THERE WOULD BE NO INDEPENDENCE WITHOUT ELECTIONS; 

BRITISH "MUST STAND FIRM" ON THIS. BRITAIN SHOULD NOT BACK 
MUZOREWA REFERENDUM IDEA BECAUSE UK WOULD BE SEEN TO BE "075- 
TING FORWARD THEIR OWN MAN". NKOMO AND HIS FOLLOWERS SEE REFER- 
ENDUM AS MUZOREWA'S PLAN TO INSTALL HIMSELF AS HEAD OF GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

6. OWEN MISSION. MOGWE SAID ONE ADVANTAGE OF OWEN PROPOSALS 
IS THAT DRAFTING A CONSTITUTION WOULD BE DEALING WITH SOME- 
THING CONCRETE. "STICKIER ISSUES", SUCH AS WHO WOULD HEAD 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT, COULD BE DEALTH WITH LATER. MOGWE FEELS 
THAT U.S. "HAS A ROLE" DESPITE NKOMO/MUGABE OPINIONS TO THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


CONTRARY. MOGWE WAS "VERY SORRY" PF LEADERS MADE THEIR PUBLIC 
STATEMENT IN LUSAKA CRITICAL OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT. 

7. NATIONALIST LEADERS: 

A. NKOMO: MOGWE HAS "MIXED FEELINGS" ABOUT NKOMO. THERE 
IS NO DOUBT ABOUT HIS AMBITION; HE WANTS TO BE "THE" LEADER 
AND "WILL STOP AT NOTHING" IN HIS QUEST. HOWEVER, MOGWE DOUBTS 
NKOMO IS "TRUE SOCIALIST". ALTHOUGH HE MAY BE "RIDING ON THE 
BACKS OF THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS", NKOMO LOVES LUXURIES SUCH 
AS LIMOUSINES. IN MOGWE'S OPINION, NKOMO HAS GROWN IN CONFI- 
DENCE IN GREAT PART DUE TO "BIG GAINS" IN ZAPU ARMY WHICH MAY 
HAVE DOUBLED SINCE GENEVA. NKOMO MILITARY STRENGTH MAY NOW BE 
EVEN WITH MUGABE'S. 

B. MUZOREWA: LEADERSHIP IS AN "OBSESSION" WITH MUZOREWA. 
INSTEAD OF PUTTING FORWARD REFERENDUM PLAN, THE BISHOP SHOULD 
SUPPORT IDEA OF AN ELECTION JUST BEFORE INDEPENDENCE. BY 
CURRENT ACTIONS, MUZOREWA IS ACTUALLY DELAYING INDEPENDENCE. 
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C. MUGABE: MUGABE HAS "NO POLITICAL BASE". MOGWE DOUBTS 
WHETHER MUGABE HAS ANY FUTURE OTHER THAN TO BE "MOUTHPIECE" 

OF FIGHTING MEN. 

NORLAND 
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